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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-26 are pending in this Office Action. 

The 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph rejection is withdrawn from claims 6 and 12 but is now 
applied to claims 1, 7, 13 and 21. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed on 1/24/05 have been considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1, 7, 18 and 21 objected to because of the following informalities: 
With regard to claims 1, 7, and 21 the limitation of updating the data, "if the message 
contains a group membership file with client memberships associated with the first client " It is 
believed that the message already contains a group membership file and that "a group 
membership file" denotes another or new membership file. The examiner might suggest 
rewriting the limitation to read "if the message contains the group file with client memberships 
associated with the first client" then performing the task or "the group membership sfile within 
the message." 

Claims 18 and 21 read in the third limitation, second line "the group member file..." This 
is believed to be a type for membership file. In claim 21 it reads twice. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 



t 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1,7, 13, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S. C 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims recite the pronoun "it" which makes certain claim limitations read vague or 
unclear. 

Claim 1 recites "whether it contains a group membership file. . ." It is believed to 
represent the message but could mean the host or data. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "and whether it contains a client specific payload directed 
to a predetermined client." There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
The examiner believes the term it pertains to the message but it could be interpreted as the group 
membership file. Similarly for claims 7, 13 and 21. 

Applicant's Invention as claimed: 

Claims 1-5, 7-11, 13-22, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 6,262,984 by Rochberger 

Regarding claim 1, a method comprising: 

storing data indicative of membership in a first group at a first client (Rochberger: col. 3, 
lines 3-14; col. 9, lines 8-10, Table 1); 

at a system host, transmitting a message to a plurality of clients including said first client 
(Rochberger: col. 3, lines 31-53; col. 6, lines 51-61; PTSPS), the message indicating whether it 
contains a group membership file including information indicative of client memberships in two 
or more groups for the group information (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 4-45) and whether it contains 
a client specific payload direct to a predetermined client (Rochberger: col. 1, lines 44-57; col. 3, 
lines 4-53; PTSE are encapsulated into PTSPS); 

updating the data indicative of membership in the first group at the first client if the 
message contains a group membership file with client memberships associated with the first 
cient; and (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 15-23; synchronizing the database); and 
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processing the message at the first client if the message contains a client specific payload 
and the first client is the predetermined client (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 31-53; PTSE installed 
into database topography). 

Regarding claim 2, the method of claim 1, wherein the data indicative of membership in the first 
group comprises a first group identifier (Rochberger: col. 9, Peer Group ID). 

Regarding claim 3, the method of claim 2, further comprising: 

creating the first group including two or more member clients, a member client having a 

client identifier (Rochberger: col. 5, lines 65- col. 6, line 15); 

assigning the first group identifier to the first group (Rochberger: col. 6, lines 25); and 
associating the client identifiers of the member clients with the first group identifier in the 

group membership file (Rochberger: col. 9 Table; Node ID, Peer Group ID, Node Address). 

Regarding claim 4, the method of claim 3, wherein the each member client satisfies a criterion 
(Rochberger: col. 5, lines 65- col. 6, line 15; criteria can be in the same peer group or has a peer 
group id col. 6, lines 16-36). 

Regarding claim 5, the method of claim 4, wherein the criterion comprises client profile 
information (Rochberger: col. 6, lines 6-10). 

Regarding claim 26, the method of claim 1, wherein the group membership file includes a 
plurality of group membership identifiers associated (Rochberger: col. 6, lines 24-37; peer group 
ID; col. 2, lines 51-67) with a plurality of client identifiers corresponding to a plurality of clients 
(Rochberger: col. 6, lines 25-36; unique node IDs). 

Regarding claim 7, an article comprising: 

a machine-readable medium which stores machine executable instructions (Rochberger: 
col. 3, lines 3-15; node), the instructions causing a machine to: 
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storing data indicative of membership in a first group at a client (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 
3-14; col. 9, lines 8-10, Table 1); 

transmit a message to a plurality of clients including said client (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 
31-53; col. 6, lines 51-61; PTSPS), the message indicating whether it contains a group 
membership file including information indicative of client memberships in two or more groups at 
a system host (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 4-45) or whether it contains a client specific payload 
directed to a predetermined client (Rochberger: col. 1, lines 44-57; col. 3 5 lines 4-53; PTSE are 
encapsulated into PTSPS); 

update the data indicative of membership in the first group at the client if the message 
contains a group membership file with client memberships associated with the client 
(Rochberger: col. 3, lines 15-23; synchronizing the database); and 

process the message at the client if the message contains a client specific payload and the 
client is the predetermined client (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 31-53; PTSE installed into database 
topography). 

Regarding claim 8, the article of claim 7, wherein the data indicative of membership in the first 
group comprises a first group identifier (Rochberger: col 9, Peer Group ID). 

Regarding claim 9, the article of claim 8, further comprising instructions causing the machine to: 
create the first group including two or more member clients, a member client having a 

client identifier (Rochberger; col. 5, lines 65- col. 6, line 15); 

assign the first group identifier to the first group (Rochberger: col. 6, lines 25); and 
associate the client identifiers of the member clients with the first group identifier in the 

group membership file (Rochberger: col. 9 Table; Node ID, Peer Group ID, Node Address). 

Regarding claim 10, the article of claim 9, wherein the criterion comprises client profile 
information (Rochberger: col. 5, lines 65- col. 6, line 15; criteria can be in the same peer group 
or has a peer group id col. 6, lines 16-36). 
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Regarding claim 1 1, the article of claim 10, wherein the criterion comprises client profile 
information (Rochberger: col. 6, lines 6-10). 

Regarding claim 13, an apparatus comprising: 

a memory operative to store an apparatus identifier (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 3-14; col. 9, 
lines 8-10, Table 1); 

a receiver operative to receive a message (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 3 1-53; col. 6, lines 
51-61; PTSPS) indicating whether it contains a group membership file (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 
4-45) or a client specific payload directed to a predetermined client in a first transmission, said 
file including a group identifier and tow or more associated member identifiers (Rochberger: col. 
1, lines 44-57; col. 3, lines 4-53; PTSE are encapsulated into PTSPS); 

a receiver controller (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 3-15; node) operative to store the group 
identifier in the memory in response to said apparatus identifier matching one of said member 
identifiers (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 30-52); and 

a processor to process the client specific payload if the apparatus is the predetermined 
client (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 31-53; PTSE installed into database topography). 

Regarding claim 14, the apparatus of claim 13, wherein the group membership file comprises 
two or more group identifiers, a group identifier associated with two or more member identifiers 
(Rochberger: col. 9, lines 8-10, Table 1). 

Regarding claim 15, the apparatus of claim 13, wherein the receiver controller is operative to 
identify each group identifier associated with a member identifier that matches the apparatus 
identifier, and to update the memory to include such identified group identifiers (Rochberger: 
col 3, lines 15-30; col. 6, lines 25-30). 

Regarding claim 16, the apparatus of claim 15, wherein said updating comprises removing a 
stored group identifier in response to said group identifier not being associated with the 
apparatus identifier in the group membership file (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 15-30, lines 48-53). 
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Regarding claim 17, the apparatus of claim 13, wherein the receiver is operative to receive a 
message including an identifier and a payload portion (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 30-52), and 
wherein the receiver controller is operative to compare said identifier to the apparatus identifier 
and the stored group identifier (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 3-15) and discard said message in 
response to said identifier not matching one of said apparatus identifier and said group identifier 
(the message is ignored when the identifier is not matched). 

Regarding claim 18, a system host comprising: 

a memory for storing a group membership file and at least on client specific payload 
(Rochberger: col. 3, lines 3-14; col. 9, lines 8-10, Table 1), the group membership file including 
two or more group identifiers, a group identifier associated with two or more member identifiers 
(Rochberger: col. 3, lines 4-45), the client specific payload being directed to a predetermined 
client (Rochberger: col. 1, lines 44-57; col. 3, lines 4-53; PTSE are encapsulated into PTSPS); 

a group generator operative to create a first group including two or more first group 
member identifiers that share a first criterion and associate a group identifier with the two or 
more first group membership identifiers in the group membership file (Rochberger: col. 5, lines 
65- col. 6, line 37); and 

a transmitter operative to transmit a message containing at least one of the group 
membership file and the at least one client specific payload to a plurality of client devices 
(Rochberger: col. 3, lines 3 1-53), two or more of said client devices having client identifiers that 
match the first group member identifiers, and one of said plurality of client devices being the 
predetermined client (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 4-30). 

Regarding claim 19, the system host of claim 18, further comprising: a transmission controller 
operative to transmit the group membership file to said plurality of client devices at scheduled 
intervals (Rochberger: col. 2, lines 50-61; col. 5, line 50). 
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Regarding claim 20, the system host of claim 19, wherein the group generator is operative to 
update the group membership file and transmit the updated group membership file to the 
plurality of client devices (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 15-30). 

Regarding claim 21, a system comprising: 

a system host (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 4-15) comprising: 

a memory for storing a group membership file and at least one client specific payload 
(Rochberger: col. 3, lines 3-14; col. 9, lines 8-10, Table 1), the group membership file including 
two or more group identifiers, each group identifier associated with two or more member 
identifiers (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 4-45), the client specific payload being directed to a 
predetermined client (Rochberger: col. 1, lines 44-57; col. 3, lines 4-53; PTSE are encapsulated 
into PTSPS); 

a group generator operative to create a first group including two or more first group 
member identifiers that share a first criterion (Rochberger: col. 5, lines 65- col. 6, line 36) and 
associate a first group identifier with the two or more first group membership identifiers in the 
group membership file (Rochberger: col. 6, lines 38-58; col. 5, lines 65- col. 6, line 15); 

a transmitter operative to transmit a message containing at least one of the group member 
file and the at least one client specific payload (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 31-53); and 

a plurality of clients (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 4-15), a client comprising: 

a memory operative to store an apparatus identifier (Rochberger: col. 9, lines 8-10; col. 3, 
lines 15-30); 

a receiver operative to receive the message in a first transmission and determine whether 
it contains a group membership file or a client specific payload (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 3-15; 
node); and 

a receiver controller operative to store a group identifier in the memory in response to 
said apparatus identifier matching one of said member identifiers (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 30- 
52; install); and 
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a processor to process a client specific payload if the message contains a client specific 
payload and the client is the predetermined client (Rochberger: col. 3, lines 3 1-53; PTSE 
installed into database topography). 

Regarding claim 22, the system of claim 21, wherein said communication link comprises a 
transmission line (Rochberger: col. 2, lines 50, 51). 

Claims 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 6,262,984 by Rochberger in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,434,159 by Woodward et al. 

Regarding claim 23, 

The Rochberger reference teaches the system of claim 21, wherein said data is 
communicated along a communication link. 

The Rochberger reference does not explicitly disclose wireless communication. 

The Woodward reference teaches a wireless communication network with wireless 
connection links (Woodward: col. 20, lines 1-19). 

The Woodward reference further teaches the wireless network overcomes the offensive 
impediments of wired interconnected networks for portable devices (Woodward: col. 2, lines 33- 
43). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the system for storing group membership information with identifiers while 
creating groups that share criterion as taught by Rochberger while using a wireless 
communication link as taught by Woodward in order increase portable device connectivity 
(Woodward: col. 2, lines 33-43). 

Claims 23-25 are rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections set 
fourth, the examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant teachings of 
Rochberger and Woodward et al. 
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Regarding claim 24, the system of claim 21, wherein said client devices comprise set-top 
appliances adapted for connection to a television (Woodward: col. 5, lines 24-45; Woodward: 
col. 20, lines 1-19). 

Regarding claim 25, the system of claim 21, wherein said client devices comprise hand-held 
wireless communication devices (Woodward: col. 5, lines 24-45; Woodward: col. 20, lines 1- 
19). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 6 and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

REMARKS 

Applicant has amended his claims to include payload information. The examiner believes 
that payload is just the data portion of a packet that is not a part of the header. Applicant added 
claim language that is interpreted as indefinite and the examiner has cited that in the 1 12, second 
paragraph and claim objections. An updated search has been performed and the best art of record 
is again cited based on applicant's claim language. Applicant is encouraged to further define 
client specific payload with details from the specification. 

Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

U. S. Patent No. 6,742,028 issued to Wang et al teaches client specific content. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R Bruckart whose telephone number 571-272-3982. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 PM with every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-3982. 

Benjamin R Bruckart 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2155 



